
 

READY, SET, GO! 
 

Your Personal Wildfire Action Plan 
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Fire season is now a reality throughout the 
year in Colorado, which means that both 
firefighters and residents have to be on 
heightened alert for the threat of wildfire at 
all times. 
 
Colorado’s firefighters take every precaution 
to help protect you and your property from a 
wildfire. Residents need to do the same.  Suc-
cessfully preparing for a wildfire requires 
you to take personal responsibility for pro-
tecting yourself, your family and your prop-
erty. During a major wildfire, there simply 
will not be enough fire engines or firefighters 
to defend every home, so residents must be-
come part of the solution. 
 
If your home borders or sits with a mile or 
two of a natural area, what firefighters call 
the Wildland Urban Interface, you are at 
risk from a wildfire. And, if you live within 
one mile of a natural area, you live in the 
Ember Zone. Homes in the Ember Zone are 
at risk from wind-driven embers from a wild-
fire. Recent fires across the nation have re-
sulted in entire neighborhoods being de-
stroyed by fires started by embers, not the 
wildfire itself. 
 
This publication will help guide you through 
the process of making your home resistant to 
wildfires and your family ready to leave ear-
ly and safely. We call this process, “Ready, 
Set, Go!” 
 
You will learn about the Ember Zone and 
how to retrofit your home with ignition resis-
tive features. We’ll show you the importance 
of having defensible space around your home 
and the preparations you need to make so 
you can leave early, evacuating well ahead of 
the fire. 
 

Fire is, and always has been, a natural part 
of the beautiful area where we’ve chosen to 
live. Wildfires, fueled by a build-up of dry 
vegetation and driven by hot, dry winds, are 
extremely dangerous and almost impossible 
to control. Many residents have built their 
homes and landscaped without fully under-
standing the impact a fire could have on 
them. This publication will help you prepare 
your home so you can leave early, confident 
that you’ve done everything you reasonably 
can to protect your home. 
 
It’s not a question of if, but when, the next 
wildfire will occur. That’s why the most im-
portant person protecting your life and prop-
erty is you. With advance planning and prep-
aration, you can dramatically increase your 
safety and the survivability of your property. 

 
Now, Get Ready, Get Set, Go! 
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This publica on was prepared by the Fire & Life 
Safety Educators of Colorado, Fire Marshals Asso-
cia on of Colorado and Colorado State Fire 
Chiefs Associa on so that Colorado’s fire depart-
ments and life safety professionals could have a 
common resource for educa ng their ci zens 
about wildfire preven on, mi ga on and reac-

on.  Many agencies will supplement this infor-
ma on with programming geared specifically for 
their communi es. 

Colorado: Ready, Set, Go! 
also is supported by: 

Pikes Peak Wildfire Preven on Partners 
West Region Wildfire Council 
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Defensible space is the space between a 

structure and the wildland area that, under 
normal conditions, creates a sufficient buffer 
to slow or halt the spread of a wildfire to the 
structure. It protects the home from igniting 
from direct flame, radiant heat and embers. 
Defensible space is essential for structure 

survivability during wildfires. 
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 This zone, which consists of an area of 15 feet around the structure, features the most in-
tense modification and treatment. This 15 feet is measured from the outside edge of the home’s 
eaves and any attached structures, such as decks. Limit vegetation within this zone to species on 
Colorado’s FireWise list. Do not plant directly beneath windows or next to foundation vents. Fre-
quently prune and maintain plants in this zone to ensure vigorous growth and a low growth hab-
it. Remove dead branches, stems and leaves.  
 Do not store firewood or other combustible materials in this area. Enclose or screen decks 
with metal screening. Extend gravel coverage under the decks. Do not use areas under decks for 
storage.  
 If ponderosas, aspens or blue spruces are growing in this zone, consider them part of the 
structure and extend the distance of the entire defensible space accordingly. Isolate the tree from 
any other surrounding trees. Prune low-lying branches (ladder fuels that would allow a surface 
fire to climb into the tree) and any branches that interfere with the roof or are within 10 feet of 
the chimney. In all other areas, prune all branches of shrubs or trees up to a height of 10 feet 
above ground (or 1/2 the height, whichever is the least). 
 

 This zone features fuel reduction efforts and serves as a transitional area between Zones 1 
and 3. The size of Zone 2 depends on the slope of the ground where the structure is built. Typical-
ly, the defensible space should extend at least 75 to 125 feet from the structure. Remove stressed, 
diseased, dead or dying trees and shrubs. Thin and prune the remaining larger trees and shrubs. 
Be sure to extend thinning along either side of your driveway all the way to your main access 
road. These actions help eliminate the continuous fuel surrounding a structure while enhancing 
property safety and the aesthetics of the property. 
 

 This area of traditional forest management extends from the edge of your defensible space 
to your property boundaries. The healthiest forest is one that has multiple ages, sizes, and spe-
cies of trees where adequate growing room is maintained over time. Remember to consider the 
hazards of ladder fuels. A greater number of wildlife trees can remain in Zone 3. Make sure that 
dead trees pose no threat to power lines or fire access roads. 
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Construc on materials and the quality of the defensible space surrounding it are what gives a 
home the best chance to survive a wildfire. Embers from a wildfire will find the weak link(s) in your 
home’s fire protec on scheme: a small, overlooked or seemingly inconsequen al factor with enor-
mous poten al consequences. However, there are measures you can take to safeguard your home 
from wildfire. While you may not be able to accomplish all the measures listed below, each will in-
crease your home’s, and possibly your family’s, safety and survivability during a wildfire. 

ROOFING 
Roofs are the most vulnerable surface where embers land 
because they provide nooks for embers to lodge and ignite 
a fire. Roof valleys, open ends of barrel les and rain 
gu ers are all vulnerable to ember accumula on. 
 

EAVES 
Embers can gather under open eaves and ignite exposed 
wood or other combus ble material. 
 

VENTS 
Embers can enter the a c or other concealed spaces and 
ignite combus ble materials through vents. Vents in eaves 
and cornices are par cularly vulnerable, as are any un-
screened vents. 
 

WALLS 
Combus ble siding or overlapping materials provide sur-
faces and crevices for embers to nestle and ignite walls. 
 

WINDOWS and DOORS 
Embers can enter a home through gaps in doors, including 
garage doors. Plants or combus ble storage near windows 
can be ignited from embers and generate enough heat to 
break windows and/or melt combus ble frames. 
 

BALCONIES and DECKS 
Embers that collect in or on combus ble surfaces or the 
undersides of decks and balconies can ignite that material 
and enter the home through walls or windows. 
 

MORE 
To harden your home further, consider protec ng it with a 
residen al fire sprinkler system. In addi on to ex nguish-
ing or at least containing a fire started by an ember that 
enters your home as well as preven ng a house fire from 
igni ng a wildfire, it also protects you and your family 
throughout the year from any fire that may ignite inside. 



 

Home Site and Yard: Ensure you have at least a 100
-foot radius of defensible space (treated vegetation) 
around your home. Note that even more treatment may 
be needed for homes in severe hazard areas. Look 
beyond what you own to determine the impact a com-
mon slope or neighbors’ yard will have on your property 
during a wildfire. 
 

Cut dry weeds and grass before noon when tempera-
tures are cooler to reduce the chance of sparking a fire. 
 

Landscape with fire-resistant plants that have a high 
moisture content and are low-growing. 
 

Keep woodpiles, propane tanks and combustible mate-
rials away from your home and other structures such 
as garages, barns and sheds. 
 

Ensure that trees are far away from power lines. 

Roof: Your roof is the most vulnerable part of 
your home because it can easily catch fire from 
wind-blown embers. Homes with wood-shake or 
wood shingle roofs are at high risk of being de-
stroyed during a wildfire. 
 

Build your roof or re-roof with fire-resistant materi-
als such as composition, metal or tile. Block any 
spaces between roof decking and covering to 
prevent ember intrusion. 
 

Clear pine needles, leaves and other debris from 
your roof and gutters. 
 

Cut any tree branches within 10 feet of your roof. 

Vents: Vents on homes are particu-
larly vulnerable to flying embers. All 
vent openings should be covered with 
1/8-inch or smaller mesh. Do not use 
fiberglass or plastic mesh because 
those materials can melt and burn. 
 

Attic vents in eaves or cornices should 
be baffled or otherwise protected to 
prevent ember intrusion (mesh is not 
enough). 

Address: Post your address with 4” 
reflective numbers that can be seen 
from the road in all weather conditions. 

Garage: Have a fire extinguisher and tools 
such as a shovel, rake, bucket and hoe availa-
ble for fire emergencies. 
 

Install a solid door with self-closing hinges 
between the garage and living area. Install 
weather stripping around and under doors to 
prevent ember intrusion. 
 

Store all combustibles and flammable liquids 
away from ignition sources. 

Driveways and Access Roads: Driveways should be de-
signed to allow fire and other emergency vehicles and equip-
ment to reach your home. 
 

Access Roads should have a minimum 10-foot clearance on 
either side of the traveled section of the roadway and should 
allow for two-way traffic. 
 

Ensure that all gates open inward and are wide enough to 
accommodate emergency equipment.  Locked gates should 
be equipped with a Knox Box or similar entry system that can 
be accessed by emergency responders quickly and safely. 
 

Trim trees and shrubs overhanging the road to a minimum of 
15 feet to allow emergency vehicles to pass. 

Deck/Patio: Use heavy timber or non-flammable 
construction material for decks. 
 

Enclose the underside of balconies and decks with 
fire-resistant materials to prevent embers from 
blowing underneath. 
 

Remove combustible items such as baskets, dried 
flower arrangements and other debris as well as 
furniture from the deck if a wildfire approaches. 



 

Inside: Keep working fire extinguishers on 
hand in accessible locations. 
 

Install smoke alarms on each level of your 
home and near bedrooms. Test them monthly 
and change the batteries each year. 
 

When remodeling, install residential sprinklers 
in your home and maintain the system as 
suggested by the installer. 

Non-Combustible Fencing: Make sure to use 
non-combustible fencing to protect your home 
and other structures during a wildfire. 

Non-Combustible Boxed-in Eaves: Box in 
eaves with non-combustible materials to prevent 
an accumulation of embers. 

Gutters: Screen or enclose rain gutters to pre-
vent an accumulation of plant debris and ember 

Chimney: Cover your chimney and 
stovepipe outlets with a non-flammable 
screen or 1/4-inch wire mesh or smaller to 
prevent embers from escaping and igniting 
a fire. 
 

Make sure that your chimney is at least 10 

Water Supply: Have multiple garden hoses that are 
long enough to reach any area of your home and other 
structures on your property. 
 

If you have a pool or well, consider installing a pump. 

Windows: Heat from a wildfire can cause 
windows to break before the home ignites. Bro-
ken windows allow burning embers to enter and 
start fires inside the home. Single-paned and 
large windows are particularly vulnerable. 
 

Install dual-paned windows with the exterior 
pane of tempered glass to reduce the change of 
breakage during a fire. Limit the size and number 
of windows in your home that face large areas of 
vegetation because windows also allow radiant 
heat to pass into the home to ignite combustible 
materials such as curtains and upholstery. 

Walls: Wood products, such as boards, panels or 
shingles, are common siding materials. However, they 
are combustible and not good choices for fire-prone 
areas. 
 

Build or remodel with fire-resistant building materials 
such as brick, cement, masonry or stucco. Be sure to 
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If you have an emergency, 
Call 911 

Colorado’s Partners in Wildfire Prevention & Safety 
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As authorized by §39-22-104(4)(n), C.R.S., for in-
come tax years 2014 through 2025 individuals, 
estates and trusts may subtract from federal taxa-
ble income 50% of the costs incurred in perform-
ing wildfire mitigation measures that meet the 
following qualifications and limitations: 

The taxpayer must own the property upon
which the wildfire mitigation measures are
performed.

The property upon which the wildfire mitiga-
tion measures are performed must be located
in Colorado.

The property upon which the wildfire mitiga-
tion measures are performed must be located
in a wildland-urban interface area.

The total amount of the subtraction may not
exceed $2,500.

Before conducting this work, homeowners are 
encouraged to contact South Metro Fire Rescue at 
ReducingRisk@southmetro.org or 720-989-2271 for 
updated mitigation standards based on local best 
practices and evidence-based science. The 
Colorado State Forest Service has immense 
resources for educating homeowners about de-
fensible space and other forms of mitigation as 
well.  Visit the CSFS website at 
www.csfs.colostate.edu. 

Costs 
Costs include any actual out-of-pocket expense 

incurred and paid by the landowner and docu-
mented by receipt for performing wildfire miti-

gation measures. The following expenses are spe-
cifically excluded within statute and do not qual-
ify for this subtraction: 

• Inspection or certification fees;
• In-kind contributions;
• Donations;
• Incentives;
 Cost sharing;

Wildfire mitigation measures include the fol-
lowing activities to the extent that they meet or 
exceed any Colorado State Forest Service stand-
ards or any other applicable state rules: 
Creating and maintaining a defensible space

around structures;
Establishing fuel breaks;
Thinning of woody vegetation for the primary

purpose of reducing risk to structures from
wildland fire;

Secondary treatment of woody fuels by lop-
ping and scattering, piling, chipping, remov-
ing from the site or prescribed burning.

For information regarding these and other 
wildfire mitigation measures, visit 
www.csfs.colostate.edu; for information about the 
tax credit, check  www.taxcolorado.com. 

Tax credit available for mitigation work 
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